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the Allies to shorten their lines at Ypres, but failed to take the city 
and were ultimately driven back across the canal. 

The month of April was also marked by a resolute effort on the 
part of the French to expel the Germans from their foothold across 
the Meuse at St. Mihiel. They made limited progress on the flanks of 
the German salient, but failed to carry the main position. Their 
losses were severe. To relieve the British and assist the Russians in 
their operations, General Foch began a great offensive on a front of 
twenty miles north of Arras on May 10. The first line of German 
trenches was overwhelmed by a terrific storm of shells and carried 
with little difficulty. The Germans were well prepared in their 
alternative lines of defence, and succeeded in holding their positions, 
although these attacks were continued with little relaxation for the 
next three months. The British attacked La Bassee, and gained 
some ground,but eventually failed again from want of artillery ammu
nition. On July 30, the Germans retook some trenches they had lost 
near Hooge by making use of flame projectors for the first time. 

The Allies began a prolonged bombardment on September 
1, which lasted for twenty-five days, preparatory to an advance 
on a wide front. The British attacked near La Bassee, and pene
trated the German lines to a depth of two miles. The French gained 
some ground on the British right, and in Champagne pierced the 
German lines on a front of fifteen miles. Nearly 30,000 prisoners 
were taken, but the Allies failed to break the German third line. 
Troops were swiftly brought from the Russian front, yet subsequent 
counter-attacks made by the Germans in the months of October and 
November did not recover much of their lost ground and proved very 
costly. For the remainder of the year, operations on this front were 
of a local and unimportant nature. 

OPERATIONS ON THE EASTERN FRONT, 1915. 

At the beginning of the year, Warsaw was still the chief objective 
of the German movements. Their attacks upon the Russian positions 
in January and February in western Poland were generally unsuccess
ful. A great army was collected in East Prussia which began its 
advance on July 7, and drove the Russian forces across the Niemen. 
At the same time, a formidable Austro-German offensive started in 
the Carpathians with the purpose of relieving Przemysl. This force 
was beaten in a great battle near Halicz on March 11; Przemysl sur
rendered with its garrison of 120,000 men on March 22. The battle 
in the Carpathians continued until the middle of April when the 
roads became impassable by continuous rains. The German offensive 
was afterwards resumed by a skilful attack under the command of 
Field Marshal von Mackensen. After a terrific artillery preparation 
on May 2, the Germans succeeded in piercing the Russian positions at 
Gorlice and forced retreat to the line of the river San. Here the 
Russians were again attacked and, after a battle which lasted for two 
weeks, were forced to retire; and Przemysl was retaken. Another 
battle began for the possession of Lemberg, which was captured by the 
Austriai:s on June 22. In the middle of July, a gigantic offensive 


